
Dear Marty and members of the Board of Directors,

It is with mixed emotions that I write to announce that I will retire at the end of the 2019 school year at which time  
I will have completed my 43rd year in education, my 38th year at Avon Old Farms, and my 21st year as Headmaster  
of this very special school. It has been richly rewarding to be a member of the Avon community, and an honor and  
a privilege to lead this school for over two decades. 

Working together with you leading Avon has been a true pleasure, and I am informing you of my retirement far in  
advance to allow you ample time to find my successor. While the next 18 months will be extra busy for the Board as 
you identify and hire Avon’s seventh headmaster, they will also be busy ones for our school and me as we continue to 
focus on fulfilling our mission of cultivating young men of integrity, who honor wisdom, justice, inclusion, service,  
and the pursuit of truth. Of course, I am also committed to working with my successor to ensure that the transition  
of leadership at school in 2019 will be smooth and successful.

Avon Old Farms is a remarkable school and its impact on the people who live, learn, and work here is powerful and  
enduring. Since 1948, only three headmasters have led our school: Don Pierpont, George Trautman, and me. While 
I did not personally know Don, I have spoken to hundreds of alumni from his era, and their respect and admiration 
for him is palpable. I worked for George Trautman for 17 years and know that he was a strong and inspirational leader 
who left our school in fine shape for me to take over in the fall of 1998. I have been blessed to work with dedicated 
board members, faculty, administrators, staff, alumni, and parents during my tenure. It is my hope that, together, 
we have made Avon Old Farms a better school and have honored the venerable traditions and legacies which Don, 
George, and their teams created for us. I am genuinely humbled and sincerely grateful when I consider the quality  
people with whom I have worked in the Village of Old Farms for almost four decades, and am eternally grateful for  
the professional and personal relationships I have developed at Avon Old Farms which have enriched my life.

Of course, the magic of our school always has been, and always will be, our boys. We ask so much of our Men of Avon, 
and they robustly embrace our high expectations, trusting that we are guiding them on the best road to manhood. 
Their spirit of brotherhood, the lifeblood of our community, inspires us daily to stretch for excellence in all we do. 
I recognized this spirit when I first visited the Avon campus on Founder’s Day in the spring of 1981, and have been 
energized by it ever since. Spending a career involved with such honorable, well-intentioned young men has been 
the catalyst for the positive, hopeful outlook that I have forged during my many years in this community. I thank  
the thousands of boys with whom I have worked over my Avon career for contributing to this cherished gift of  
optimism which fortifies me daily and reinforces my faith in our world and the future.

Leading a boarding school is an all-encompassing enterprise which challenges a headmaster’s personal life and requires 
the backing of his family. My wife and children have supported me faithfully throughout my years at Avon and have 
been especially understanding of the demands of being Headmaster over the past two decades. They have done 
so not only because of their loyalty to me, but also because of their love for and belief in Avon Old Farms and its 
mission. Heidi has willingly shouldered most of the parenting in the LaRocque family, and our children have always 
understood when dad has been absent in their lives because duty called. I am truly a lucky man to be blessed with 
such a loving family, and I am looking forward to spending much more time with them in the coming years.

Heidi and I have not written the next chapter of our lives, but in addition to spending more time with each other, and 
our family, we look forward to establishing ourselves in the Saratoga Springs, NY, community, where we own a home. 
We also have a number of places to which we hope to travel, and intend to contribute to the greater good by serving 
others in meaningful ways. Leaving Avon will be very difficult, but we are excited by the possibilities the future holds.

In closing, please accept my sincere appreciation for the faith you have demonstrated by allowing me the privilege of 
serving as Avon’s Headmaster. I promise to continue to lead our beloved school to the best of my ability each and every 
day until June 30, 2019.

Aspirando et Perseverando,

Kenneth H. LaRocque P’01, ’10 
Headmaster

January 19, 2018




